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Matthew 10:40-11:14 – Welcoming the King’s Agents 

 

1. Preparing for The Royal Visit 

 

The year was 1954, the day was 3
rd

 February, the place was Farm Cove. 

Her majesty, Queen Elizabeth II set foot on Australian soil, 

 Becoming the first reigning monarch to visit Australia. 

 

Now, this was not a simple fly-in fly-out arrangement. 

This was not a pit-stop on the way to a more exotic location. 

This was not a royal wave at the airport, rush to hotel, kiss a baby, and fly away. 

 

No. This was a royal visit of epic proportions. 

 Her majesty undertook a journey through every state and territory, apart from N.T. 

 Her majesty greeted 70 000 ex-servicemen and women at the MCG. 

 She opened Parliament in Canberra. 

 In all, the Queen travelled 10, 000 miles by air, making 33 flights. 

 She travelled 2000 miles by road (130 hours in 207 trips). 

 She visited all capitals, apart from Darwin, and 70 country towns. 

 

The Prime Minister of the time, Robert Menzies, wrote in an article at the end of the tour, 

 

“It is a basic truth that for our Queen we have within us, sometimes unrealised until the moment of 

expression, the most profound and passionate feelings of loyalty and devotion. It does not require 

much imagination to realise that when eight million people spontaneously pour out this feeling 

they are engaging in a great act of common allegiance and common joy which brings them closer 

together and is one of the most powerful elements converting them from a mass of individuals to a 

great cohesive nation. In brief, the common devotion to the Throne is a part of the very cement of 

the whole social structure." 

 

The preparations for the Queen’s arrival, and Robert Menzies’ reflection afterwards, 

 Point to the magnitude and impact the royal visit had on our nation. 

 

The preparations for the King’s arrival, and the gospel proclamation afterwards, 

 Point to the far greater magnitude and impact of God’s royal visit to earth. 
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2. Welcoming the King’s Agents (10:40-42) 

 

But before we approach the arrival of the King,  

Jesus instructs the disciples about the reception of the king’s agents. 

That is, as the disciples go out on their mini-mission, 

 Jesus explains the significance of how they will be welcomed or rejected. << vv. 40-42>> 

 

The immediate connection is between the apostle’s, Jesus and God. 

Welcoming the apostles is the equivalent of welcoming Jesus. 

Welcoming Jesus is the equivalent of welcoming God. 

 

But Jesus goes further than that. 

Jesus calls upon the powerful characters of the prophets and the righteous. 

If you welcome a prophet, then you receive a prophet’s reward  

– presumably the oracles of God come to your house with the prophet! 

If you welcome a righteous person, then you receive a righteous one’s reward. 

- Presumably the blessing they will be to your house. 

 

And whilst the comparison seems to be getting bolder and greater, 

- Jesus then bursts the bubble with the needle of kingdom priorities. 

For the simple act of giving a cup of cold water to a child, in the name of a disciple, 

- Well, the person who does this will never lose their reward. 

- And that’s an emphatic prohibition – never, ever, ever lose their reward. 

- By implication – this act of generosity surpasses all the others! 

 

That is, as noble as welcoming a prophet, as honourable as welcoming a disciples, 

Greater than both of these is the act of generosity to a children coming in the disciples’ name. 

 

 

And so, within the church there is the inversion of the world’s priorities 

- The weak and powerless take precedence 

- The strong and powerful willing subjugate themselves for the sake of the helpless 

and powerless. 
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3. The King and the Prophet (11:1-6) 

 

Jesus finishes instructing his disciples and he moves on. 

Presumably, whilst the disciples are out and about, Jesus himself continues to teach and preach. 

<< read 11:1-6 >> 

 

Whilst we might be surprised by John’s reaction – “Are you the one?” 

Jesus’ answer to the question is even more staggering. 

 

Jesus claims that the prophecies of Isaiah, regarding God’s ultimate king have now come into being. 

Jesus claims that the signs of God’s kingdom breaking into the world have now been realised. 

 The blind seeing, the lame walking, the deaf hearing, the dead raised. 

 All of these events are preparations for the arrival of God’s king! 

 

That is, the miracles that Jesus performs aren’t to demonstrate that he is a miracle worker. 

The miracles Jesus performs aren’t even to demonstrate his credentials as a prophet of God. 

No. The miracles that Jesus performs are to demonstrate that God’s king has now come, 

 They are to demonstrate the arrival of the king, the arrival of God’s salvation! 

 They point forward to the most significant event in history – The messiah has come! 

 

And notice that Jesus draws attention to the sensory perception of John’s disciples. 

 They are to tell John what they hear and see. 

 Not simply what they see with their physical eyes and what they hear with their ears, 

 But to the deeper spiritual reality – they have seen God’s king, 

  They have heard God’s king fulfil Isaiah’s promises with their own ears. 

 

 

 

So - what do you see with your eyes, and hear with your ears? 

- For the greatest obstacle to true spiritual sight is our own prejudice 

- No, Jesus couldn’t do that, because well, that’s just impossible 

- No, Jesus can not be the messiah, because I don’t need a king 

- No, Jesus can not have come to save us, because there’s no such thing as sin! 

 

Jesus instructs John’s disciples – what have you seen, and what have you heard? 

And so for us – what do we see, not physically, but in terms of perception? 

What do we hear, not simply with cauliflowers, but with the significance of prophetic fulfilment? 
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4. The Kingdom and the Prophecy (11:7-14) 

 

Then as John’s disciples went away, Jesus’ attention turns to the crowd. << vv. 7-10 >> 

 

Jesus builds his argument through three questions – all revolving around sight. 

The first two questions expect a negative answer (in the text in bold). 

 No  - we didn’t go out that way into the desert to see a reed swaying in the wind. 

 No – we didn’t go all that way to see the latest in designer fashion – soft robe! 

 

The third question, however, expects a positive answer, expects the tick of approval. 

 Yes, we did go out into the desert to hear from the prophet 

 Yes, we did go out to hear from a prophet who was unlike any before. 

For this prophet is himself the fulfilment of a prophecy. 

This prophet is himself the final prophet before the great and awesome day of Yahweh (Mal 4). 

The very appearance of this prophet ushers the ultimate plan of God. 

 

The crowd at Jesus’ time saw the arrival not just of the escort – John the Baptist. 

This crowd are witnessing the arrival of the Christ! 

 

And just as the fulfilment of the final prophecy about the final prophet is realised, 

So too the fulfilment of the kingdom of God comes in the form of God’s king. 

 

Therefore as prophecy meets kingdom, as promises meets realisation. 

Jesus categorically states the priority of the kingdom over the promise, over the prophecy. <11-14> 

 

The years and years of the kingdom of Israel being taken by force are now over. 

The years and years of tyrannical dictators desecrating God’s own place are now finished. 

But more than that – the very least in the kingdom of God, 

 “The littlest” – and yes that’s a direct connection to the littles sent in the name of a disciple. 

 “The littlest” in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John the Baptist. 

 

And that’s a gigantic comparison – for John the Baptist is the greatest of all born of women! 

 

 

Therefore, if you are part of God’s kingdom, if you call Jesus your Lord and Saviour, 

 Then you are greater than John the Baptist! 
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5. Welcoming the Kingdom’s Citizens (Phil 3:20) 

 

 

To finish, Paul describes all those who follow Jesus with these wonderful words: 

 

“
20

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
21

who will 

transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 

subject all things to himself.” 

 

We are citizens of heaven. 

We have passports that bear the nationality of ‘heaven’. 

Therefore, we are in the staggering position to be greater than the prophets of old, 

 We are greater than Isaiah, greater than Malachi, greater than John the Baptist, 

 Because we belong to the king, we belong to the kingdom, we are citizens of heaven. 

 

And before we get to proud of ourselves, we get a bit presumptious, 

This is all because we have been naturalised by the blood of Jesus. 

This is all because we have been transferred in nationality from death to life, 

  From slavery to sin, to freedom in Christ through Jesus death. 

 

However, our citizenship in heaven, does not guarantee unfettered welcome on earth. 

For as we walk on earth, as we seek to reach the local community, 

 The words of Jesus to his disciples applies to us. 

 Those who welcome us, welcome the one who sent us. 

 And those who reject us, reject the one who died for us all. 

 

Be that as it may, let us boldly follow the disciples, 

 Let us go into South Hurstville, Connells Point, Kyle Bay, 

   And declare the great news – the kingdom of God has come. 

   Declare the great news – Life after death has been won by Jesus. 

 

And as great and majestic and influential as the Queen’s first visit to Australia, 

That is but a mere blip, compared to the awesomeness, the power, and the total majesty 

 Of Jesus’ return as the triumphant king over the whole universe. 

 

So as we long for that day, let us turn to God in prayer now. 


